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WORLD WAR II: 

GREAT RADIO BROADCASTS/ 

GREAT SPEECHES 

Commemorating the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the War s End 


It was the hey-day of radio—those War Years. 

You gathered in the parlor around the big mahogany console with the winking light—a 
magic box, named Philco or Stromberg-Carlson, that had the power to turn a corner of a 
dark room into a window on the world. 

In the 30s radio was Fred Allen and Major Bowes, lots of laughs. In the 40s it became 
your own private hot-line to history because the country was at war and the radio always 
flashed the news first. Like when a stunned announcer broke in on the football game and 
told you about Pearl Harbor. 

Two giant alliances of nation states were locked in combat—and their leaders were both 
superb manipulators of the radio medium. In America: The paternal voice of FD.R. came 
out of the cloth speaker-grille—reassuring, resolute, tough. Across the Atlantic: There 
was another kind of voice—harsh and strident, always hinting at the holocaust to come. 
"That Hitler came into political existence at all," says media-philosopher Marshall 
McLuhan, “was directly due to radio." 

Now 25 years after the Allied Victory, we present a magnificent new Sound Documentary: 
"WORLD WAR II: GREAT RADIO BROADCASTS/GREAT SPEECHES." Featuring the 
Original Cast: F.D.R., Hitler, Churchill, Stalin, DeGaulle, Eisenhower... and even the bit 
players: From the dogfaces in the foxholes to the girl riveters in the arms plants. 

Sound engineers have audited thousands of feet of tape and hundreds of recently dis¬ 
covered transcriptions, many on fragile glass and acetate. And editors have woven these 
"snapshots-of-history"—and only the most breath-taking of them—into a remarkable 
epic that tells the whole story of the titanic conflict. This wonderful Treasury will take you 
back to a time—of ration stamps and service stars, of V-Mail and D Day, of wooden 
training rifles and departing GIs singing "Goodbye Dear, I'll Be Back In A Year ’—a time 
when these were truly united States. 

Hear Hitler—even as the Panzer divisions are readying to march across Europe—protest¬ 
ing loudly that "Germany only wants peace." You are there as President Roosevelt calls 
on Congress for a Declaration of War. You hear the first name called in the draft lottery. 
You share in the dark hours of defeat... and rejoice in each step of the march toward 
final victory Admiral Nimitz on Guam . . . MacArthur's triumphant return to the 
Philippines . .. General DeGaulle, in a rare English statement, giving heart felt thanks to 

the American people. 

There are no simulated scenes on this unique recording. Only the authentic sounds and 
voices of war, many more than can possibly be described here. All recapture the pain 
and tragedy glory and greatness of a vanished epoch, a more-innocent America. You will 
agree that this great Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Commemorative Album is a valuable edu¬ 
cational tool, an important rendering of history, and a spell-binding narrative that you 

will enjoy for many years to come. 
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Side 1 

Hitler at Rally 
German National Anthem 
German Radio on Hitler Speech 
FDR Hopes to Avoid War 
Draft Lottery 



Side 2 

% 

General Montgomery on Landing at Sicily 
Eisenhower Speaks on Italian Surrender 
Roosevelt's D-Day Speech 
Hitler After Attempt on His Life 
General Douglas MacArthur Returns to the Philippines 
Admiral Chester Nimitz on Progress in the Pacific 
“Hail to the Chief—Roosevelt’s Fourth Inaugural 
Excerpt from FDR Inaugural Speech 
Harry Truman at Congress After the Death of Roosevelt 

Winston Churchill on V-E Day 
Harry S. Truman on V-E Day 
General Charles de Gaulle in Washington 
Thanking America 
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